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ODD) 


RUNRUNRUNRUNRUNRUN/ 
THE CITY MUST BE WARNED THAT THEY 
ARE COMING... 


ie 
Vir> e) 


aa<THERE! ATLAST! BEYOND 
THOSE MOULDY RUINS, GLOWS 
SHALALEE,.~CITY OF UGHT! 


aaaPAST CITIES ALREADY nea THROUGH A BOG a.ALL 


iE HIND BRO- THAT REMAINS OF ONCE 
ear tite MIGHTY CANALS ..= 


LUS nan 


NG 
2 we 
LAST CITADEL OF A DY- = WAITL WHAT WASTHAT? =. AND THERE , AMONG THE 
ING RACE..OF CULTURE A NOISE, THERE IN THE RUBBLE, 7HZ) AWAITED 
ON A DYING PLANET... RUINS a. OM GODS / HIM. HE WASTOO LATE. 


“y 


— 
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l aa 


eee 
ee 


TOO LATE «--FO WARN THE GLEAMING C\TY'S INHABITANTS OF THE SIx- 
Pee ARBARIANS SURROUNDING THEM —..OF THE SORELLE NUOSE ONIN 
ESN MLaTION 
ene (i. AND GRTHE! UT 
WA LA-LEE EORENER. AND AS THE RUNNER DIED, STUPIFYINGLY INDOLENT 
ARISTOCRATS CELEBRATE, IN OBSCURE FESTIVAL WHILE A WORLD, 7WE/R WORLZ,.WAS DYING. 
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THEY JOKED, THEY LAUGHED AND WERE WITTY, THOSENOBLES IN BE JEWELED 
HARNESS AS HORROR SEETHED UNDER THEM. MORDUL SHOCK-TROOPS CAPTURED A 
GATE WITHOUT OUTCRY, THEIR ANCIENT HATREDS MAKING THEM EFFICIENT , THEY 
IMMEDIATELY STORMED THE ELITE GUARD BARRACKS...A STRUCTURE SO SUMPTU- 
OUS AS TO BE A PALACE. THE GUARDS RUSHED, MANY BUT HALF ACCOUTERED i 
TO WITNESS THE UNBELIEVABLE CATASTROPHE OF MORDUL WARRIORS 
SLAYING WITH THEIR ACCUSTOMED FEROCITY WITHIN THE SANCTIFIED WALLS OF 
SHA-LA-LEE. THEIR DEFENSE WAS, LIKE THEIR CULTURE, BRAVE AND FUTILE. 
THEY HAD NEARLY ALL PERISHED BEFORE SURVIVORS FLED TO INFORM THE 
FESTIVE GENERALS, THE LEADERS, THAT THE IMPOSSIBLE HAD HAPPENED : SHA — 
LA-LEE WAS PENETRATED... PERHAPS FALLING... THEIR WORLD WAS DYING, 


EXHIBITING.A STRATEGY MADE KEEN. 
INTHE COURSE OF LAYING SIEGE TO 
AND LOOTING DOZENS OF CITIES, 
THE MORDUL NEXT ATTACKED THE 
LANDING STAGES OF SHA-LA-LEE'S 
GREAT NAVY. DEFENSE FAILED A- 
GAIN AND THE HUGE AIRCRAFT WERE 
DESTROYED AT THEIR DOCKS. THE 
AIR. WAS FILLED WITH BURNING 
SHIPS AND DEBRIS FROMEXPLODING . 
HANGARS. THE NOBILITY, ADVISED THAT 


}\, MORDUL HORDES WERE WITHIN THE 


\\ CITY, STOOD FROZEN FOR AMOMENT 
AN THE CERTAIN KNOWLEDGE THAT 
aaaTHEIR WORLD WAS PRYING. 


MOST IMPORTANTLY, NO HERDES CAME TOSNVE 
THE DAN... NOR WERE THERE SURVIVORS E- 
NOUGH TO ULTIMATELY REVENGE AND RE- 
BUILD... HERE WAS NOTHING —\T WAS OVER, 
EXTINGUISHED — IT WAS MERELY AND WHOLLY 


THE END 


aaaWORLDS DO DIE 


Some WHERE (N SPACE 


EE _ SLATES 
A GUr THis (S NO ORDINARY EVERTDAY SPACESHIP, OR IN (TS HaDis A 


Baio, oS 


WE'RE THE LAST on ag OTHezs HAVE EITHER 


THE LéSt SHIPMENT 20M 
EAeTHs THEE ARENT 
Atty Move | 


HEAD £02. 
ONLY GOD KNOWS 


TT Sree? A LONE TIME 
BACK ¢ 02 WHAT stems LIKE 
A LONG TIME,. + ovo NOW! 


[T WASNT LIKE THEY'D 
PICTURED IN THE MOVIES — Nor 


Al AT ONCE 


(mer “eles APCARED IN THE SOMMER: aE tay THEY WENT THERE... - 


G 


Dh x fete op 


THERE WAS SOMETHING IRRESISTABLE Agout FOoL-f0oDS TE MORE You ATE) 
THE Moee oO) HAD 1O HAVE \ 


Tut, (LL Have 


ANOTHER! sue) 


ONG THEY GAINED A FOOTHOLD IN ONE AREA, THEY WOULD EXPAND AND 
MovE ON TO ANGTHER! UNTIL THEY CoveReD THE WHOLE INTRY | 


WHEREVER YoU LOoKED THERE WERE LONG LINES LEADING TO A FOOL DRWE-IN- - 


NOW IT GEGING | 
THE MOMENT WE HAVE 
BEEN WAITING For ! 
TURN oN THE FAN - 
CHESTER TET 


AND 26 if GEGAN ' EVERYWHERE THERE WERE TOOLS THe quo we seen ScourRiNG THE 
WHo HAD SUPDENLY ATTAINED GIGANTIC PROPORTIONS, COUNTIASIDE, GATHERING UP THE MIND-| 


THROU SOHE STRANGE = METAMORPHOSIS « 5 «+ Less AND ELIMINATING THE HO 
Wee STK ABLE TO KESIST. 


SMe PeORLE, OF Coumse) HAVENT EATEN f00L £000 AND 
FAUEN REX To THe MiNDLESS—STAe iT TOUGHT ABOUT... 


3 THE ONLY ones CAPABLE OF ANY RESISTANCE WERE SBTEMATICN Dear WITH. 
a - Sais 


SO: ALL Of MAKS DREAMS 
TURNED TO ASHES. MASTERS OF THE 
WoRLDS SOOK THE UNIVERSE, We TouaHT 
BUT WE wee vDeroesetD ROM OUR 
THRONE 5 AS EASILY £5 ONE 
WATS A FL 


WHT AWAITS 
US NOW COZENT 
MATTER 


‘THis TALE 15 OF A TIME THAT IS OF YET STILL_FAR AWAY, A TIME OF 

MAN'S FUTURE. ONE THAT VERY WELL MIGHT BE AWAITING HIM, SOMEWHERE... 
MAN HAS EXPANDED HIS CAPABILITIES TO USE HIS MIND FAR 

BEYOND THE BOUNDARIES THAT EXIST FOR US. | WE ARE ONLY BEGINNING 


TO_UNDERSTAND. IF YOU COULD. SEE OUR WORLD OF THIS FUTURE 
AGE, ONE WOULD SEE A PARADISE ON EARTH. 


H 
SPACE EXPLORATION HAS COME TO MAN. 


LIFE HAS BEEN FOUND 
ON OTHER WORLDS. MAN HAD OVERCOME THE TURMOIL UPON HI: 
HOME PLANET, 


ON HIS 
AND FOUND HIMSELF READY TO LEAVE HIS CRIB, TAKE 
THOSE FIRST CHILDISH STEPS AND EXPLORE FOR TRUTH... 
AS THE RACE AGED, GREW WISER, THE ABILITY 10 ACCEPT 
LARGER TRUTHS WAS THEIRS. AND THEY RECIEVED THESE TRUTH! 
SO THIS 1S THE TIME OF THIS TALE, THIS FANTASY. — Wi 
ALL HIS KNOWLEI 


ITH 
LEDGE, MAN WILL LEARN THAT ALTHOUGH HE UNDER- 
STANDS MUCH, HE WILL Disc 


OVER HE DOES NOT UNDERSTAND AZZ / 
PERISH THE THOUGHT /.,.. 


hol 


IN THE 
EMPTINESS 
OF SPACE. 
There 
1S NO 
MERCY 
GRANTED 


FOR 
MISTAKES 


HE NAMED THIS PNET NaN 


4 ro. TALK Wi a 
| HS CRAFT TO. THE CLOSEST 


A MAN'S 
SALVATION=— 


A 
PRESENT 
FROM, 
GOD~- 


ADPAM SETS OUT-— ACROSS ty % 
WIDE MEADOWS SWAYING GENTLY 
IN THE SOFT BREEZE, SPOTTED te 
WITH FLURISHING' BUSHES, ai 
COLOSSAL KNOTTED TREES AND ey 2 k 
‘ODD ROCK FORMATIONS . « « hs 


Pa 
ai 


gts 


BREATHLESS, 
ADDAM'S METH 


yi 
y 


THE INSPECTIVE 
AND ADDAt 
MAKES MENTAL 
THE 


THE ANIMALS, 
THE OVER ALL 
COMPOSITION, 
AND HOW 
THIS WORLD 
REMINDS HIM 
OF A REALITY 


OF LONG AG! 
ONE HE CALLED 
HOME... 


WHO-- WHO ARE YOU ? 
T MEAN ~~ HOW DID 
YOU.GET HERE ? 


‘STAY AWAY ~— STAY 


‘AWAY FROM ME, WHATEVER, 
YOU ARE! 


T HAVE ALWAYS BEEN" 
HERE, ADDAM. 


TT COULDNT 
BE HERE--/ 


TM HERE TO HELP 
YOU, ADAM: 


THE SHIP -— WAIT! < 
COULD THAT BE AZAL? YES, E is 
IT HAS TO BE! BUT HOW CAN I TELL 27. s 2 
EVERYTHING'S THE SAME, EVERY DETAIL-— § ; 
50 WERE THOSE OTHER THINGS! 


ites 


BUT THEY WERE FIGMENTS 
OF MY IMAGINATION, NOT REAL, 
THEY VANISHED WHEN-~ 


CI THINK L UNDERSTAND. MOST OF THOSE 7H/NGS. 


Hh, HA! WHATTA WERE CREATED BY SOMETHING THAT TAPPED 
POWER THE ; MY MIND =— THE LEPDOPTAUR, gg 
OLD MAN'S GOT! THE CITY, THE 2 T CONTROLLED 
> ; GIRL y THEM/ 
Uy SUBCONSCOUSLY 
T WILLED ALL 
YOURE OF THEM INTO 
WOT REAL BEING, AND. 
EITHER f Y COMMANDED THEM 
To VANISH! 


Lif \ 
oA 2 

YY g ib fi 
poe Shy 

“0 cle A Z 
MS o | 


BUT T HAVEN'T. Z ial) | THIS 1S UTTERLY FANTASTIC! 1-=1'VE 
: ACQUIRED THE POWER OF MIND OVER 
MATTER--! THI 


HA,HAL THIS 15 CRAZY! 
THINGS. APPEAR OUT OF 

NOWHERE, THINGS, 
DISAPPEAR =~ WAIT ! 


Wi 
EVERYTHING'S. 

SO PERFECT-~ WHAT 
IF THIS WERE MY 
AFTERWORLD, SY. 
HEAVEN? THAT WOULD 
MEAN T. ALSO DIED 

IN THAT SPACE 


A HUSH FALLS OVER THEPLANET, AND A FEELING OF UNHAPPINESS AND FAILURE 
FILIS THEAIR. DEEP INSIDE THE WORLD A LIFE FORCE REGRETS. APPARENTLY 
MAN COULD NOT FATHOM THIS GIFT, NOR WAS HE READY FOR IT... 


IF EVER THERE WAS 
H A SHITBERG, IT Was 
NAL NUEVA TIOUANA, 


SPACE BUM, HE 

HAD LiVeD HIS FIRST EIGHTEEN YEARS IN A HEAVY GRAVITY 
FARMWORLD COLONY BEFORE HE TOOK TO THE GALACTIC ROAD, 
WORKING, HITCHING, MAKING HIS WAT FROM PLANET To. WORLD, 
'—NoW HE HAS COME To A DEAD END ON MEXIMUNDO, IN THE 
CRIEF SPREEPORT OF THAT WCRLD, NUEVA TIWUANA. IT 1§ A DARK 
ROUGH Town AND A HARD ONE To GET OUT OF, AT LEAST GOING) 
UP. _HE HAS BEEN STUCK HERE FOR A MONTH GOING To THE 
SPACEPORT EVERY BAY AND ASKING THE SHIPS THAT COME IND 
NF HE CAN WORK HIS PASSAGE ANYWHERE, WITH No LUCK, Now 
is Money HAS FINALLY RUN OUT, Atl 


HEY. QUBDY, SPARE CHANGE? 
NOTHING, MAN. IN FACT, i} 
| WAS GOING To ARK You!, 


pk 


wTHIS FUCKIN’ HOLE. NeW Ts J., 
ALL THE SHIT IN THE GALAXY 
ENDS UP HERE_GUT THis 16 WHERE 
YOU CATCH THE CHEAP SHIP To. 


WELL, ANYWAY , HAVE 
A HIT OF MT JoNT, 


a SIDE OR THE GALAXY comes 
HERE To CATCH THAT CHEAP 
SHIP__AND IT FILLS UR ITS 
ALWAYS FULL,MAN! | CANT 
GET ON IT. JUST LIKE THE 
| OTHER THREE HUNDRED 
ALFA 


[AS 


1 GUESS THERES NOTHING To bo 

BUT Go To THE PorT and TRY 

THE SHIPS 
O 


avi 


ELER STEAKS, 


—SHIT, WISH | HAD Five 
SOLARS FOR & BOWL LOF 
iP EVEN, 


CAPTAIN OF THE ... THE..., 
-HEY!_GREAT COsHic SHIT?.S 
THE THIPDAR' IS HERE! HEY! 
1 KNols THE Gut ON THAT 
SHIP, HE'S AN OLd BUBDT! 


| —l GoTTA GET In SE) 


BUT Wve Gor ro See Te J] All 
ll 
ee 


A ov)..0H... BUT 14 supposed 
TO MEET SOME PEOPLE IN 
THERE. = 


WELL, FOR AROUT 
FIFTY SOLARS..1 


MIGHT SLIP You 
AN OUD FRIEND SHows UR-THATS His SHIP! . THROUGH, SENoR, 


TOU JUST GOTTA LET NE IN THERE? 


wy LOOK! LOOK AT THE NAME _ ILL GET IT SAYS, 
FRESWICK CLISSON, CAPTAIN SEE? LOOK , GO 
AHEAD. 


FIFTY? Oon_ | couLdD 
OWE IT To You? 
. HERE. IM SURE HED TAKE ME 
ALONG. AND MAYeE EVEN HA\ 
WORK, 


NO CompPRENdO B SOME 
° = y 


By 


if ) 
ey ff b 
YEAH, HELLO. LISTEN, THIS IS )| (SPARE CHANGE? 
, 
AN EMERGENCY. 1UE corto 


HEY, GOT A Sol 

To SPARE? 
ne y 
1, 


TALK To THE SHIP'THIPDAR'., 
“UH..NO, | DONT HAVE A souaR\ 
FOR THE Prone WELL, HLL 
PAY IT LATER WHEN... 


IN NOW. Js WHERE WOULD HE GO? To THE Iie 
HILTONW® No, THERES NO HILTON HERE, 
TTY. MAYBE WwhoREHoUSES, 


NO ANSWER, HES NOT ON ROARD y 
THE THIPDAR. 11. TRY SPACEPORT ROW 
ConTROL ES <a TOWNS Too SH 
SJ _ASi SebOR EL THIPDARY l 
§ e's SCHEDULED Eons NAW, NOT FREswick cLISson —PROBARL 
§ OFF TOMORROL) ATIZ9S\GOT SOME BUSINESS HERE oN MExiMunmo. 
| S vrours aaa a ES = 
: IF NOTHING ELSE 
TAN WAIT TL 
JUST ReFoRS 12 
ToMorgowW, 


IN TOWN. THis Is JUST 
A PoRT CIT. MIGHT 
HAVE GoNe over TO 
Mocoupo. WELL, ILL 
Loo AROUND. 


BUT IM HUNGRY RIGHT NOW, AND CLISsoN WoULd 
HAVE LOTS OF SolARS ON HIM. IF 1 Found HIM, 


Gob, SHES BEAUTIFUL! Maree Y 
ome \ SHOULBNIT Loox For. on! FRes' /// 
Sag TO THE CENTER OF ToWN)} TONIGHT AFTER ALL.... MAYRE 
I; if THIS WONDEROUS WOMAN WILL 
3 LIKE ME AND TAKE ME Home: 
WITH d i 


(gees oe 


WE COULD SCREW ALL 
NIGHT. MAYBE SHE 


NO BED, NO SHOWER, NO CHANGE ) k 
JOF CLOTHES, Gop, SHE MUST BE 

@ [REPULSeD BY ME! 1 DONT BLAME 

me (HER. 


HERE WE ARE. ANT PLACE, 
ALN PARTICULAR? f 
ANYUHERE HERE 1s) 


FINE, THANK ‘You, 


NICE RESTURANT, 
MAYBE HERE... 


1 Sah 


a 
By 


iy i 


WELL, THIS IS THE LAST PLACE 
WORTH LOOKING INTO, BUT 
th Sure HES Nor HERE. 
WHAT A Hove! 
FULLA WHORES AND 
‘is 8 Gums. 
G 


2 


it 


NotHin’MaATE, Jusr 
BI REING FRIENDLY, FY 
SE TSSLWHERE YA FROM! 


th FROM STORVERD 
THATS CALLON IE, 


{TS & FARMUORLD... P)| THAT, YOU ORUL- 


Lan FWERK! 


SHUT YoR' HOLE, 
CRESPIAN. You 


CRESPIANS AINT SHIT w 
AGAINST ORULLANS- JB Ka ly, 
THE BEST AND PER ¥ 


S 


STRoncesr WZ = ISS STOMP HIM A 
FicnTERSIn |; <¢ ee LITTLE, Too, 


YEAH, Ue, You DONT ae 
5: KNOW ALL AROUT IT ‘TFARMUORLD_! WAS 
HAW —A FARMER? You Do Tou?.IT was A BORN AND RAISED 
WOULDNT STAND AS FARMGJORLD COLONY 
LONG AS HE DID, KiD- ALL RIGAT, BUT. 
UM AN oRULLAN ? ‘ 


FE. 


fi + HERES YouRS, Vis re 
SHITSWEIN 2 as 
“ wy 
a : : 
ul Bus 
ay . 


AN, YOU SPOTTED Down) 
THE MEANEST TOAD AROUND’ 


| HOPE CLisson 
HASNT LIFTED 


2 Zs : - NS 7 
SP Wowver where Wg 2 MEY (—NO ONE LEFT HERE, 
< ou! SACITARIUS SH ‘ -SI6H— 1 SHOULDA CoT 
ALEXANDER IS oss Some MONEY, MAYBE 
gid eee? « - Hoe THAT WHORE Wi Be 
‘SPACEPORT ConTROL’ 


YES— courn You S/ Y S 
S / £ f, MESS 


| ] 
reSS ; j y a om a y% cz : 
] t/ ey Nor Y 
b 5 
WZ NI 5 
_ VERY Sorry, senior /} t 
Ly GOT IT HAS JusT THOSE GENTLEME! 
ok Now berAered, ARE BvyIN’ You A ) 
as $4 g DRINK FELLA. 
r 


OH HALELUJAH! 1 KiMou9! 
1 GoT PROBLEMS I'M BEING SHANG; q 
THAT DRINKING : o a ss 
houT ! t 


ia = 7 
ZZ OW, MEN SAY AN EVILTREE GROWS IN VOGELSANG — 
7 _| TART ACHARNEL WIND SPLAYS ITS BRANCHES AND SENDS 
= Ke THEM CREAKING AND MOANING WITH THE WEIGHT OF 
=~) STRANGE FRUIT.-THE TREE'S ROOTS FORM ABH 
CESSED CAVERNS WHERE VOGELSANG'S DARK 


LORDS DWELL AND PLAY AT GAMES OF COSMIC 


eens G00P an? gylb 


P 


<< 


SA © sus BRd 


DEEP 1m VOGELSANG 
AWELLS FETID WATERS: ( \ 


QTIR ~-=18 ABLOATED 
HEAD UNWINWING LUMINOUS EYES 


MASK AN UNFATHOMABLE MEDI- 
TATION«.« A GAME \S PROJECTED; 
VT WILL BE INITIATED BY THE, 
INTERCHANGE OF GOOD AND EVIL: 
JN A HUMAN SUBIECT, YET, WHILE 
BRILLIANT, THE ALIEN: PLANNER BAS: 
SIMPLISTICALLY EQUATED G0oD bs Je 
PLEAGURE ~.. EVIL TO MERE PAIN . 


f HUMAN WINILABE 2 
\SSELECTED AS: 


4] GRE WILLBE THRUST INTO THE WORLD 
(| ROOTS, PLASHAS AUD I BEYOND VOGELSANG To DESTROY AND. j 


WIERDS a<= JMORDER.~ )LLUSION 19 THE KEN THAT 
jump WIM OF THE "PAIN" OF CON= 
SCIENCE; HIS MIND 1S TAMPERED WITH, 


HE KNEW NEITHER, 
HIS NAME NOR LO = 
CATION... NORTHAT 
A FIGURE APPRONCHED, 


THUS A BAU-RITTER GARREDIN LEATHER uy unence 


AND STEEL, HISTOR” 
= es Gs Coe HE Cece ee e / 
PREY FOR WS GLITTERING BLADE, EY rv cone. Min 
‘ oe oie et {7 yo wim THE VALUED 
es FIRST ATTACK..- 


JHOROUGHLY SHAKEN BY THE BRUTAL POWER OF THE STRANGE KNIGHTS 
‘S ASGADET, THE BAU-RITTER KNEW AMIRTUALLY SUPERSTITIONS AWEA-- 


HE SOUGUT FRANTICALLY To PLEA FOR HIS LIFE. “QUARTER!” WE 
SHRIEKED, "QUARTER... DAEMON! QUARTER..." ear 


BUT THE DAEMON-WARRIOR SEEMED 
IM ATRANCE,, SEEMEDs-< ENCHANTED! 
TERROR STRICKEN |THE BAU-RITTER, 

STRIVES TO RISE, TO FLEE THIS NIGHT: 


MARE ~ BUT A HEAVY BLADE ARCS 
UPWARD--- AND FLASHES DOWN! 


Be LAND ABLOW BEFORE 


af Soa ‘DEAD! GUT. TOO LATE! 


THE Now-DES- 
PARATE BAD- 
RITTER STRIVES TO 


SHOCKED, 
SMIELD- ARM, 
A-THROB 

wiry GROW 
INQ PAINS 


\A HIS: \MCAUTIOUSLY SE- 
WS LecteD FOEMAN's 
Ft STUNNING SPEED LEAVES 


ECSTASY! HE KNEW 


ECSTASY INTHE DANCE “FP : 
OF LIGHTS THAT STILL f 
SPARMLED BEFORE WIS 4 


EYES FORATHING OF 
SURPASSING STRANGE { 
Egg HAD OCCURRED: AS, 1 
TE SNRRLING WoODS-KAIGHT 
ATGKED THE ENTIRE 
WORLD HAD.-. DISAPPEARED! 
‘REPLACED BYONE OF IN 
FINITE PLEASURE ~ OF 
SHIFTIG, CORRUSCATING 
FORMS THATCHIMED TLAY- 
FULLY, INVITING HIM TO 
A DANCE OF SWIFT, 


GRACEFUL SWORD DRIAS. 
HE HAD FOUND ANY ALL” 
EMBRACING REASON f = 
YOR BEING, \d \ 
| M 
ey Ss 3 yN 
or oe i ~ 


NET, A SELF SUB- 
MERGED IN WAVES OF 
JLLUSION,, AWASH 1M 
TIDES OW SOCLEVERLY 
WROUGHT !_- NEVER” 
THELESS STRIVES: 
EVER TO SURFACE. 
WE FELT A SWIFT 
PANIC THATDWINDLED 
‘Yo A VAGUE DISQUIET, 


THE LORD OF VOGELSANG WHOSE EXPERIMENT, WHOSE GAME HE WAS GREW SATISF \ED. FOR. THE 
HUMAN IN PERFORMING HE ILWSION-INDUCED SWORD-DRILLS AND SINUOUS ATTACK SEQUENCES DWELLED 
AMONG RUSHING SYLLOGISMS OF DESTRUCTION, INHARITED ATHEOREM OF DEATH WHOSE RED VALIDITY 
WAS FOUND \N THE VERN REAL HAVOC BEING WROLGKT. THUS THE WORKS OF THE LORD... ALOGICIAN OF 
APODICTICAL HORROR, CHANTING CHAOS IN AN UNEARTHLY FUHYME . AND THE HUMAN WORLD WAS 
ROCKED BY TALES OF HE WHOHAD BECOME KNOWN AS THE DAEMON RITTER . AS IS FAME 
GREW , SKILLED SWORDSMEN , MIGHTY RITTERS AND BARBARIAN CHAMPIONS FROM ‘DISTANT STEPPES: 
CAME TOTEST THEIR FURIES AGAINST HIS — BUT ALWAYS IT WAS THE SANE : SWIFT DEFEAT ANDDEATH. 
FOR THE DAEMON-RITTER DID NOT GIVE QUARTER ~ EVER! HE DID NOT HEED THE BANS OF KNIGHT- 
ALN COMBAT «aa INDEED, HIS ARTISTRY WITH SWORD AND SHIELD WOULD HAVE WON HIM A PLACE IN COUNT~ 
LESS BARDIC SONGS WERE IT NOT FOR HIS OUTRAGEOUS DISREGARD FOR THE CODES OF THE DAY, HE 
ATTACKED ANYONE ~ FARMERS, WOMEN, CHILDREN «THUS HE BECAME NOT AWERO , BUTAFEAREDKILER, 


BAN. 


HIS EXPRESSION CURIOUSLY REMOTE, HE WouLD 
AWAIT WAYFARERS ALONG LEAFY FOREST PATHS, 
HAILING THEM EAGERLY UPON THEIR APPROACH... 


eee AND THEN, HAS. 
SWORD AT READY, 
WE WOULD ADVANCE 
\ ANGHASTIN BEAT IUDE 


” WE WAS A WHIRLWIND | AN AVATAR. 
OF A GOD OF GORE ~ AND THROUGH- 
ODT ITALL HE WAS JUBILANT!... EX> 
CEPT.ne THERE SEEMED TOBE... 2 


in EACEPT.-- EXCEPT 
WE WASEXPFRIENCING 
JHE STRANGE SENSE: 
OF DISQUIET, OF A 
CLAMMORING , UN 
NAMEABLE PANIC 
AND... THERE WAS 
SOMETHING. SOMETHING 
LNING AT RIS FEET.-- 
THE PANIC ROSE, 


SHRIEKING | 


WAS THIS OWN HUMANITY THAT HAD 
SOMRHOW ALWAYS KNOWN TE TRUTH 

ass KNOWM THE UNSPEAKNGLE REWULSION 7/4 
OF A MIND THAT HAD BEEN (NTER- 
FERED WITH. KNOWN, GAGGING, 
THE BNDLESS SLAUGHTER AND FI- 
NALLY, STRENGTHENED BY OUTRAGE 
|. UPON OLTRAGE BROKEN THE, 

\ BONDS OF VOGELSANG 


ee No MATTER How...1HE FRTWAS. 
TWAT WIS ILLUSIONS FELL FROM, 
HIM, REVEALING A META-HORROR, 


BOIOUS OF His, 
ACTS, FROZEN WE RAISED 
AND MUTE... His SWORD 
To SMITE THE 
BEFORE WIS 
FUL TRUTH, 
OWN HISTORY, AWFUL TRUM, 


BRAKED BY AWILL 
IURT COULD NOLONGER me PAIN! WE 
COUNTENANCE FALSE WOOD REELED, STAGGERED... 


SHUDDERING — 
WHAT HAD HAPPENED 
Youn? WHY HAD 
ME DONE Those... 
THINGS ? ... TWAS 
NOT UNTIL HE FELT 
THE PRESENCE OF 
ME SLuMY 7A/NG 
IN HIS MIND THAT 
HE BEGAM To SCREAM, 


—_ 
ya 
AND HE SCREAMED THE nt 


ONLY PLEAHE KNEW; PAN 
HE SGREAMED OVER ANDOVER THAT WHICH, 
WE HAD HEARD FROM COUNTLESS TORTURED, 


wera : QUARTER! DAEMOW)., QUARTERM 


AND HE KNEW. 
OW, DAEMON- 
RITTER --- 


LONG AND LONG HE 
SAT AND THOUGHT WHEN THE GULPING SCREAMS HAD STOPPED -..MoRe 
NAKED ANDALONE Now THAN ANY MAN ...WHAT COULD HE DO? 


Se 


\N MOULDY TOMES AND UPON 
RAGGED SCROLLS METAPHY- 
BICIANS QUERY ONE ANCTHER 
THUSLY:"WHAT 1S A PERSON?" 
HUMAN LOGICIANS , ADMITTING § 
THAT THEIR CRISP SYMBOLS 
ARE BALKED BY THE PARADOX, 
SAY PETTISHLY THATONLN 
PSELDS-PROBLEMS ARE GEN- 
ERATED BY SUCH WONDERING. 
— YET IN VOGELSANG , 
WRITHING INA WELL, THERE BS 
RAGES A LOGICIAN; SCALED. 
AND WEB-FINGERED, ALIEN 
AND REMOTE FROM HUMANITY... == 
a. WNOSS PROBLEM IS VERN REAL. 
OH MEN SAN AN EVILTREE 7775s 

GROWS 1M VOGELSANG~THAT 77 
ACHARNEL WIND SPLAYS ITS 
BRANCHES AND SENDS THEM 
AY CREAKING AND MOANING WITH 
EY THE WEIGHT OF STRANGE FRUIT 


